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due, though in another form. If this self-inflicted
punishment were not endured, the natural one would
follow by the unalterable decrees of the offended God.

The Hindu Scriptures contain stories to show how
men, and demons even, have, by their religious fervour
and protracted penance, forced the gods to grant them
the boon desired, sometimes to their own hurt, often
to the injury of others. These stimulate the faith and
perseverance of those in trouble, and lead them to
approach the gods in the belief that, by persistent self-
sacrifice, they can compel them to do their bidding.
The following are typical stories of the power of penance.
A demon king of Tripura, by the force of his austerities,
extracted a boon from Brahma, much against his will,
that he should be invulnerable save by a son of Siva.
As that deity had no son, it seemed likely that the
suppliant would remain for ever free from injury; he
therefore took by force the treasures of the gods, who
in distress repaired to Bra^ia for help. As a boon
once granted could not be withdrawn, it was arranged
that Siva should have a son, and thus the evil was got
rid of. In a similar manner, another worshipper of
Brahma, named Hiranyakasipu, obtained a boon that
he should not be slain by man or beast, by day or
night, in heaven, earth, or hell, presuming on which he
made himself obnoxious to Vishnu, who exercised great
ingenuity in getting rid of his foe without violating the
letter of the promise Brahma had given. He came
as a man-lion, i.e. neither man nor beast, slew his enemy
at twilight, which was neither day nor night, under the
eaves of a house, which is proverbially declared to be
neither in heaven, earth, nor hell.